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The New 
CRUSADERS 
‘So far the two most popular 
~ US. Army songs in North 
Africa are ditties called ‘Dirty 
Gertie of Bizertie’ and ‘4-F 
Charlie.’ Investigation last week 


disclosed no single printable stanza 
of either” (Time, USA.) 


FOR THIS RELIEF.... 
AT the PPU AGM two anonymous 
domorys to the PN Fund ‘“cas- 
caded”’ £4 in threepenny pieces on to 


our represenrtative’s table. 


That was a noble response to my 
appeal for the collection of these poly- 
gonal pieces—noble in itself, and en- 
nobling in its consequences: for thus 
we have avoided the ignominy of re- 
turning to a single figure after the 
steady generosity of the past weeks. 
Indeed, I was engaged in trying to 
think of a friendly explanation for the 
decline, when the packet of 3d. pieces 
was brought to me. 

For this relief much thanks! 


Contributions since Apr. 30: £12 2s. 
Total to date: £4,419 8s, 8d. 


THE EDITOR 
Please makes cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News Ltd., and address them to the 
Accountant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
N.4. 
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PACIFIST COMMENTARY 
EDITED BY “OBSERVER” 


IG Brother Stalin’s May Day 
message proves that all is well. 

The United Nations are united. 

And the end is near. After unusual 
compliments to the Tunisian cam- 
paigners ang the bombing of Germany 
by “the gallant Anglo-American Air 
Force,” which ‘foreshadows the for- 
mation of a second front in Europe 


* against the Italo-German Fascists” 


he said: 

“Thus the blow against the enemy in the 
East on the part of the Red Army—for the 
first time since the outbreak of the war—has 
merged with the blow from the West by the 
forces of our Allies—into one common blow.” 


Secondly: 

“Tg it not clear that only a complete defeat 
of the Hitlerite army and the unconditional 
surrender of Hitlerite Germany can lead 
Europe to Peace? 

Thirdly: 

“Two or three more powerful blows are 
needed from the West and from the East such 
as have been dealt in the last six months in 
order to make catastrophe for Germany a 
fact.” 

It was not only more optimistic 
than any previous message by Stalin; 
it was notably more cheerful than any 
statement by other Allied leaders. Is 
it the hope that in the ensuing con- 
viviality Poland will not be forgiven— 
but forgotten? 


Japan Consolidates Gains 


THE headlines give an inadequate 

idea of what is really happening 
in Tunisia. As a foretaste of things 
to come when the attempt is made to 
break into the European fortress, it is 
not encouraging. No doubt, in spite 
of the cool stubbornness of the Ger- 
man resistance, their expulsion from 
Africa is only a matter of time. But 
time is something which the United 
Nations can afford no better than the 
Germans, and probably not so well as 
the Japanese. 

“The Japanese have been able to consolidate 
many of their gains of jast winter and to 
start large populations working for their war- 
effort. During the same time the plight of 
isolated China has reached an almost unbear- 
able pitch. And, perhaps the most menacing 
development of all, during this time the 
‘Vichy’ Government, of Nanking has, for the 
first time, sueceeded in establishing some kind 
of authority and starting a certain amount of 
active co-operation with Japan in the terri- 


torfes under its nominal rule.” (Observer, 
May 2). 
The actual news is that, with 


Japanese help, the Nanking Govern- 
ment has trained and equipped an 
army of 600,000 Chinese. It Stands 


to reason that the Japanese would not 
do such a thing unless they were 


se 
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consciously or unconsciously, determines individual and national conduct 


and the course of events. 


It may be a good key ox a.bad; for example: 


good human relations and the deeds and sacrifices which promote them; or: 


money and the things which money 


HE quality of life in any society 
must depend upon the quality 
of the individuals who compose 

it, since it is in human relationships 

that human well-being chiefly rests. 

The history of modern industrialism 

is an almost unbroken record of 

human devaluation and of decline in 
the quality of human life. 

The most wonderful and beautiful 
of all created things is the human 
spivit. Carefully developed, it at- 
tracts, inspires, charms, and thrills 
men beyond all other forms of being. 
A good civilization will thus seek to 
produce by education and a fully in- 
tegrated life a race of kindly, sensi- 
tive souls: a people that is creative, 
humble, and neighbourly, and that 
knows the value of co-operation in the 
pursuit of common ends. 

We are not producing, and there 
would appear to be no intention of 
producing, such a race today. The 
concern of this age is money, not 
men; power, not life; even at the 
price of war. 

States, or the governing classes 
within them, proclaim their love of 
peace, but set their hearts on ends 
which bring: war as clouds bring rain. 


“Kor He’ 


pretty sure that the Chinese troops 
would be reliable. 


Far East Collaboration 


S I have pointed out before, it is 
misleading to describe the Nan- 
king Government as a “Quisling” 
government. It is, by Chinese 
standards, at least as legitimate a 
government as that of Chiang Kai- 
shek. The idea of fighting to the 
death against a successful invader is 
as alien to the average cultured 
Chinese as the idea of fighting to the 
death against the Goth or Visigoth 
was to the cultured Roman. He has 
not the pugnacity of Western nation- 
alism, which is mainly based on fear. 
The Chinese is justly confident in 
the potency of his own civilization. 
He knows, by millennial experience, 
that it is more likely to absorb the 
Japanese conqueror than to be 
absorbeqd by him. Probably the 
Japanese know it too. At any rate, 
in China, to collaborate with the in- 
vader is regarded as at least as 
rational as to wage unhopeful war 
against him. 


Polish Nationalism 


"PHE nationalism of the West is no 

key to the understanding of the 
East. The psychology of nationalism 
in the West is of a variable intensity. 
In no people, one may safely say, is 
it more intense than in the Poles. The 
historic reasons for this are plain. 
Poland was arbitrarily deprived of 
nationhood just at the time when 
nationalism was becoming the dynamic 
force in Europe. Throughout the 
19th century the Poles. were, by all 
the accepted standards of the century, 
a cruelly martyred nation. There 
was an independent Serbia, but not an 
independent Poland! 


I am the last to defend the nation- 
alist extravagances of Poland; but it 
seems to me they have a great deal 
more justification than the nationalist 
extravagances of, say, Boer War 
England. Now the unfortunate Poles 
are being warned that they must be 
eontent with whatever nationhood 
Russia is pleased to allow them. 
Poland is taken to task for even ask- 
ing that Russia should return her 


can procure. 


Those ends include privilege and 
power, to provide which “workers” are 
expected to give their strength and 
their ltves, to pass through poverty, 
indigent idleness, automatism, and 
finally seas of blood, in the name of 
freedom and patriotism, while the 
professed spiritual guides of the age 
punctuously seek to reconcile the 
irreconcilable and to bless what in 
fact is accursed. 


“UNCRITICAL LIVING” 


This is the outcome over a cen- 
tury of uncritical living, of failure to 
examine the foundations of an exist- 
ence that has hidden its rottenness 
under a veneer of sanctity and self- 
righteousness, and still hopes to save 
itself by war and, in the last resort, 
dictatorship. 

The possibilities of acquiring great 
riches and power which occurred on 
the discovery of steam-power, which 
happened at a time when religion 
provided refuge from an evil world in 
a doctrine of ‘‘other-worldliness,” 
enabled practices and objectives to 
take root which were the antithesis 
of Christianity, and which destroyed 
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citizens to her. It is hardly surprising 
that Roman Catholic opinion has been 
deeply stirred. In a sermon in the 
R.C. Cathedral in New York the 


preacher spoke. of Poland as “cruci- | 


fied—between two thieves.” A bold 
and striking image, not easily deleted 
from the memory. 


Lecturing the Poles 


WHATEVER be the truth behind 

M the story of “the Katin mass- 
acre”—and we are not likely to learn 
it for many years—the bad manners, 
not to say the moral hypocrisy, of the 
progressive organs which condemn the 
Polish Government for having dared 
to ask the International Red Cross to 
investigate, are shocking. The New 
Statesman (May 1) goes so far as to 
write: 

“Sensible Poles must be asking how their 
Government ever made so crazy a proposal. 
Why did they not ask the Red Crose to in- 
vestigate the assassination, reported on terribly 
convincing evidence, of many hundreds of 
thousands of civilian Poles by the Nazis.” 

The disingenuousness of that takes 
some beating. The reason is, of 
course, that the Poles themselves re- 
ported the mass-murder of the Polish 
Jews. They were prepared to believe, 
and did believe, the very worst about 
the Germans without asking for in- 
vestigation by the Red Cross. The 
Germans were their enemies, the 
Russians were their allies. 


Divine Right of — Russia 


UT, such is the pitiful state of our war- 
time morality,, it is almost a sin against 
the Holy Ghost to breathe a word of suspicion 
or criticism against Russia. This moral dis- 
ease wag once confined to the Communist 
Party: now it is spreading all through the 
“progressive ranis.’" Says Mr. Shinwell ¢ 
“Anybody who launches an accusation against 
our Russian ally is playing the Nazi game.” 
Mr. Brailsford was blasphemous enough to 
write a letter to Reynolds News. criticizing 
the execution of the Socialist leaders Ehrlich 
and Alter. The paper prints three letters 
from indignant correspondents, none of whom 
betrays the least knowledge of the facts. It is 
enough for them that Russia is being im- 
pugned. Russia can do no wrong. 
metaphysical impossibility. 

Mr. Brailsford replies: “My belief in_their 
integrity wag ehared by the Labour Party, 
the AF of L and the CIO, which all asked for 
their release. They ‘were examined, con- 
demned, and shot in secret and without 
defence. Absolute power corrupts even in a 


(Continued at top of page 2) 


The Art of Living 


By WILFRED WELLOCK 


There is a key to every life, and often to an age; a system of values which 


vital spiritual values in the civiliza- 
tion it superseded. 

The Industrial Revolution com- 
mitted the social crime of destroying 
the bases of a life in which work, 
play, and religion were integrated in 
a harmonious whole. It converted 
the worker into a_ profit-making 
machine, depriving him of social 
responsibility and his labour of 
spiritual value. 

Once the urban factory hag severed 
the labourers’ functional contact with 
society, the money values of the em- 
ploying class were gradually forced 
upon the workers. Service which had 
a social and spiritual value was 
suerseded by toil which had only a 
money value. 

The change involved a fall in the 
workers’ status from human persons 
to organic cogs, wheels, and pistons, 
soulless units of “manpower” which 
turned out goods en masse, later to 
be forced on to the world’s markets 
by means of power politics. 


THE MASS MAN 


Thus has been evolved the mass- 
man, the foundation of the glorified 
State of the totalitarian era. His 
future is not difficult to forecast. In 
the absenee of a spiritual revolution 
which becomes increasingly difficult, 
civilization will perish under a power 
‘politics which involves mass dehuman- 
isation and mass murder. Given 
power politics, the mass production of 
goods must end in the mass production 
of men. 

The supreme tragedy of this situation is that 
the worker, as mass-man, sees no other 
escape from his prison-house than that of 
violent revolution, which, alas, also leada to 
physical and spiritual regimentation. Every 
totalitarian regime must end in the exploita- 
tion of the workers on behalf of what, after 
all, is a class ideology. 

The ho!ders of power will provide the mass- 
mind with its ideas and interests, “‘educat. 
ing” it with a propaganda before which it wilh 
reel in utter helplessness. At the same time 
they will provide whatever housing, nutrition, 
insurances, and amenities are foung to be 
necessary to keep the incubated mags-man 
amenable to their ideological demands. 


WAY OF SALVATION 


It follows that the way of salvation, both 
for the individual and for society, is individual 
and group action to achieve a new integration 
of all essential human activities in every 
individual life. That task involves a complete 


; breakaway from the normal life of today and 


It is a | 


the acceptance of a pioneering mission. 

Its sponsors will start with the assumption 
that life is a unity, and that whatever activi- 
ties are necessary to human weltheing are in 
themselves good, and will, if rightly regarded, 
make a valuab‘'e contribution to the realization 
of the good life. They will see in socially 
necessary work the means of self-development 
and of acquiring skill, and thus merit, the 
power to do and to appreciate, and the right 
to share in the fruits of the labour of others 
and in community neighbourliness. 

They will, therefore. as responsible persons, 
produce things of value for the community, 
and wilk rejoice and find good in their labour. 
They will thereby develop good relations with 
the community, and an outlook which will 
make them receptive to al! that is good, 

This will not be a broad highway to a better 
world, but a narrow path, at least for a long 
time to come. It will call for sacrifices which 
the mas%-man will not be able to make for 
Jack of understanding that they are but the 
sacrifice of the lower for the higher, of money 
values for spiritual values, 


THE KEY 


Whatever destroys the unity of life will 
itself be destroved in-the end. as the -ollanse 
of modern civilization is proving. The key 
to the restoration of that unity is the recog- 
nition that work is life’s most potent agency 
of social cohesion; the recognition that the 
service which a man renders to society creates 
himse’f and transforms a society of individuals 
into a community. 

To assist in the creation of a community is 
the greatest contribution a man can make to 
the establishment of world peace. World peace 
cannot be realized until the values which issue 
in power polities and war are sunerseded by 
the values which issue in community. 

Modern mass-mar has been taken clean out 
of the life-cycle of a complete’y integrated 
social life, and deposited in a social vacuum. 
To reinvest him with the rights and the 
dignity of a human person. and place within 
his reach a life that is whole and wholesome. 
ig the only revolution that is worth while. 
Incidentally it is the only read to a stable 
society and a peaceful world, long and pain- 
ful though it be. 

Man may live abundantly and richly or 
meagrely and insividly. according to the pur- 
pose which inspires his labour; for life is 
both quantitative and qualitative. The sphere 
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Beyond 
Discouragement 


[HE rupture between Poland and 


Russia, says the Manchester 
Guardian (Apr. 27), “would be 
greatly discouraging te us ail were 
we not determined to accept no dis- 
couragement from any quarter.” 
From so famous a journal, it is a 
memorable sentiment. It is seldom 
that the-mechanism of*wishful think- 
ing is so openly revealed, or its oper- 
ation so plainly acknowledged. But 
the Manchester Guardian makes no 
bones about it: it is determined to 
believe, with Dr. Pangloss, that all is 
well, 

In spite of the evidences? Of 
course. What would be the need of 
determination, or the virtue of faith, 
it it were not in spite of the 
evidences? Let us assemble a few 
of last week’s vintage. 


There is that aflair of the Bermuda 
Conference: which shows (1) that the 
British and US Governments intend 
to do nothing to save the wretched 
creatures and, still worse, (2) that the 
official indignation over the treatment 
of the Jews was so much propaganda 
humbug. 


There is that affair of the special 
anti-Indian legislation in South 
Africa: the Asiatie Bill whereby 
Indians are debarred from acquiring 
property, which the great champion of 
freedom, Field-Marshal Smuts, is 
determined to enforce. Herr Hitler 
will not let the Jews, Herr Smuts will 
not let the Indians, acquire property. 
So much for the dear old Atlantic 
Charter, 


Mien, of course, there is the Russo- 
Polish affair itself; which might have 
discouraged the Guardian but for its 
determination pot to be discouraged, 
That potential of discouragement 
applies only to the actual rupture of 
relations. We ourselves should have 
been discouraged earlier by the real 
cause of the trouble: the failure of 
Russia to account for 8,000 unfor- 
tunate Polish officers. There is a 
very simple way, which is also the 
only convincing one, of refuting the 
German allegation: let Russia produce 
the missing officers. Russia is a big 
place. But 8,000 Polish officers do 
not get lost in it, if the Russian 
Government has its eye on them, as 
it assuredly had. If it has really 
mislaid 8,000 Polish officers, it may 
have mislaid them where the Germans 
say they found them. 

Then there is the Giraud-de Gaulle 
affair. But the rivalry between these 
two converts to democracy and Repub- 
licanism is probably not conceived by 
the Manchester Guardian as _con- 
ducive to discouragement. It is on 
the face of it highly encouraging 
that two French generals who have 
previously been rather contemptuous 
of democracy and the Republic should 
now tumble over one another in pro- 
fessing love for it. 

Then there is that silly little affair 
whereby the English Chief Justice of 
India—fortunately, now  retiring— 
decideg that the order under which 
Gandhi—and another 8,000—are im- 
prisoned was illegal. Said Sir Maurice 
Gwyer: 

“There is only one power to make a rule 
providing for detention where a person is 
reasonably suspected of being about to do 
a thing. There is no power to detain a per- 
son because the Government thinks he may do 
something.” 

That oversight has been remedied. 
Everybody knows by now that it is 

sential that a Government fighting 
or liberty—the five-and-fifty free- 
doms—should have the power to im- 
prison anybody who is critical of the 
way it does it. Everybody knows by 
now what liberty is—the liberty to 
approve of a government that takes 
liberties with liberty. Liberty thrice 
multiplied, 

How then can anybody be dis- 
couraged? That triplicate liberty is 


being established everywhere. ‘ That 
refugees, 


a few thousand a few 
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Socialist State." But Mr. Brailsford will 
reason in vain. For these strange democrats 
the Russian Government is by hypothesis 
beyond suspicion; infinitely more beyond. it 
than in their own Government. 


U.S, Caal Crisis 


HE strike of the American coal-miners, 

denounced as sabotage and treason by 
the very opinion which has successfully pre- 
vented any effective control of prices in the 
USA, is a humanly necessary one. An article 
in the US Time plainly shows that in spite 
of the wage-increase, the standard of living 
of the American coal-miner has deteriorated: 
in the main owing to the existence of a black 
market so universal that it is not called 
black. The war_industrial worker is better 
paid than the miner: he can pay for his 
share of the uncontrolled necessaries of life. 
Not so the miner. 


As Mr. Walter Lippmann says (Telegraph, 
May 1) “the failure to keep prices under con- 
trol is the root of the problem.” The Govern- 
ment and the big business press seek to 
represent the miners’ new wage demand as 
inflationary. The cause of the unchecked ten- 
dency towards inflation in USA ig the 
Government’s own failure to ensure that there 
is an effective supply of necessaries at con- 


WE ADAME KOO, the wife of Dr. 
+ Wellington Koo, Chinese Am- 
bassador to the USA, has written an 
autobiography. On the day of pub- 
lication Dr. Koo paid for 6,000 tele- 
grams to booksellers to stop the sale 
of it, pending the issue of a revised 
edition. Its contents would have 
been ambarrassing to Chiang Kai- 
shek. 

“In her book Mme. Koo said she had taken 
the lid off Chinese life. She referred to the 
gap between ‘the living conditions of the 
Chinese aristocrats and the peasantry” (D. 
Herald, Apr. 27). 

Ugly corroboration of that appears 
in a grim account of the famine in 
Honan by a correspondent of the US 
magazine Time (Mar. 22). It cul- 
minates in a woman being tried for 
eating her own dead baby. Then 
comes the sickening climax. 


“Before we left Chengchow the officials 
gave us a banquet. We had two soups. We 
had spiced lotus, peppered chicken, beef and 
water-chestnut. We had spring rolls, hot 
wheat buns, rice, bean-curd, chicken, and fish. 
We had three cakes with sugar frosting.” 


It is easily forgotten that Chiang 
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trolled prices. Mr. Lewis is a formidable 
gure precisely because he has the haman 
backing of the miners. 


American Way of Life 


HAT the action of the miners will 

weaken the American war-effort is true 
enough. But it is a short-term truth. The 
Amerizan war-effort will be finally hamstrung 
if there is no effective control of prices. That 
means a purge of American individualism and 
drastic tightening of central control. It means 
honest and efficient administration. 

That purge is going to meet with great 
resistance, the more dangerous because the 
President’s domestic position is greatly 
weakened by the virtual control of Congress 
by the Republicans. That resistance will 
make the Administration still more susceptible 
to the influences of pressure-groups: and eo 
on. Thus the repercussions of the miner’s 
strike may be tremendous. It may well prove 
to be the release of a crucial shock to “the 
American way of life,” which is fundamentally 
incompatible with total war. 


Laval and Europe 


HAVE been reading more about Laval. 
this time in Mr. Alexander Werth's “The 


SIDELIGHTS ON CHINA 


Kai-shek is also a dictator—a “good 
dictator,” of course, since he is on our 
side. Says the US New Republic 
(quoted by Forward, Apr. 24): 

“China is torn by internal dissension. Many 
of the men around Chiang Kai-shek come very 
close to being Fascists{ his Government as 2 
whole is still about as much concerned to fight 
the Chinese Communists as it is to fight the 
Japanese, against whom there has been less 
effective military action lately than people 
suppose. A large pertion of Chiang’s effective 
troops are held in the north, facing the Com- 
munist armies, which have been deprived by 
Chungking of further arms, supplies, and pay 
for many months.” 

Well, well. It seems that if Mme. 
Koo really did intend to lift the lid off 
Chinese life under the Chiang Kai- 
shek regime it was worth more than 
6,000 telegrams to stop her. Ittis also 
worth remembering that one of the 
main causes of the Honan famine is 
that “the Army in this vital war area 
is supported entirely by local foods 
collected as grain-taxes.” 


It is the old, old story. Delirant 
reges; plectuntur Achivi: the big 
noises rave and rant, and the harrow 
goes over the poor folk. 
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Destiny of France.” The more I study Laval 
—in pre-1940 books, of course—the more I 
become convinced that he is the ablest French 
political leader living. I make no judgment. 
on his moral character: which seems to me 
not conspicuously better or worse than that of 
other French political leaders: but of his out- 
standing ability I have no doubt. Only Briana 
May have been his superior. Yet another 
thing, Laval seems to me to represent 
a hommie moyen” of France more truly than 
Giraud or de Gaulle, or any combination of 
these men. 

Tf these judgments of mine are well- 
founded, then the simple fact that Laval has 
been the leader in the policy of Franco-German 
collaboration is much more significant than is 
generally allowed. It ought to be the subject 
of some hard thinking. Here is Mr. Werth's 
description of his first interview with Laval, 
in Nov., 1934, when, on Barthou's aSsassination, 
he took over the French Foreign Office. 


“‘*Look at this,’ he said, walking across the 
room and pointing to a map of Europe on the 
opposite wall.- ‘Do you see this big red patch 
right | in the middle of Europe?’ he said. 
pointing to Germany. ‘Do you really imagine 
that we can have peace and collective security 
in Europe so long as we haven't brought this 
into our peace system?’ " 


Giraud -de Gaulle} Deadlock 


HE deadlock between Giraud and de Gaulle 
continues. Giraud has refused de Gaulle's 
request that they should meet in Algiers: a 
request made in spite of Gen. Bisenhower’s 
(i.e., the Anglo-American) ban. ‘The hostility 
between the two factions is hardly disguised. 
La Marseillaise, one of the organs of the de 
Gaullists, speaks of Giraud’s refusal as “this 
supreme ruse.” 


It is all profoundly depressing, not only for 
those who desire complete victory, but for 
those who love France and desire that she may 


be spared civil war. These latter will ask 
themselves _ seriously whether an invasion of 
France will produce anything better than 


chaos; whether indeed the whole war-policy of 
America and Britain is not based on a mass 
of naive illusions. 


Viceroy’s Blunder 


HE action of the Viceroy in refusing My. 
Phillips, the personal representative of 
President Roosevelt, permission to visit Gandhi 
and Nehru, is quite incomprehensible. Mr. 
Ernest Lindley, the American commentator 
familiar to BBC listeners, writes in the 
Washington Post that, because of this refusal, 
Mr. Phillips is returning to USA to report. 
He adds: “Phillips was sent to India expressly 
to explore political problems. The attitude of 
the British authorities in India will not make 
a favourable impression in the United States. 
Qur interest in India is direct and vita). 
India lies on the route to China.” Indeed, on 
the face of it, the act of the Indian Govern- 
ment is, from ewery point of view, an in- 
credible blunder. 


To Hell With Reform 


RECENTLY, ang as the fifth choice 
4” of a harassed honorary secretary, 
I presided at a conference on penal 
reform. It eured me. 

When I presided over the annual 
reunion dinner of nfy old regiment, 
some ten years ago, I found that all 
that was expected of me was that I 
should praise the King—and pass the 
alcoholics! 

At the penal reform conference 
again the institution was the thing. 
God-fearing and law-abiding, we 
might criticize and tinker, but it was 
essential always that we hold the 
telescope steadfastly the correct way 
round. 

Our speaker was, for a J.P., a very 
enlightened and progressive person. 
But I learned that to call a spade a 
shovel turns over no new ground. 
Within the limits set to our discussion 
certain reforms were seen not only to 
be desirable, but to be attainable— 
after the war. 

So far, so good. But one member 
of the audience had the audacity to 
suggest that perhaps what was needed 
was a kind of Howard League to pro- 
tect the public against its magistrates. 

My sympathies were so divided I 
went to bed with a bad headache. It 
has ached with thinking ever. since. 
But I have at last come to the con- 
clusion that those of us whose respect 
for individuality transcends even that 
of the Christian must consciously and 
constantly advocate the abolition of 


thousand Poles, a few _ thousand 
Indians, a few thousand Jews, or a 
few thousand Frenchmen should be 
mislaid in the process—these incidents 
are but the yeast and froth on the 
great surging wave of victory, Christ- 
ianity, democracy, Bolshevism, anti- 
Bolshevism, child-starvation, block- 
buster bombing, and the millénnium. 
He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear the sublime harmony of these 
things. Then he too will be in the 
blessed realm where the Manchester 
Guardian is now—beyond discourage- 
ment. 


all restraint. The very idea of re- 
pression must be superseded—and 
prison itself must crumble before such 
an onslaught as would be brought 
about by this freeing of men’s minds. 

PRISON DOES NOT REFORM 

It is in the urgent conviction that 
virtue.can be imposed and conformity 
induced that upright Justices of the 
Peace send their offending fellow-bur- 
gesses toprison. The concrete cases 
of experience prove how fallacious is 
the belief that prison is likely to re- 
form the conscientious objector. That 
is why, on reflection, I am surprised 
that so many of my fellow-pacifists 
shared the JP speaker’s reverence for 
our jurisprudence. 

Retention of the institution was as 
imperative as its reformation. Praise 
the Law—and pass the resolutions! 
Penal reform will do—all that re- 
formers ever achieve. Reform only 
settles the infamous institutions 
more firmly round the necks of that 
posterity people are so anxious to 
protect. 4 

Hubert Peet, editor of The Friend, 
has recently quoted as “over-opti- 
mistic” its description, in an early 
number, of “the new model prison of 
Pentonville’ with its “passages 
beautifully paved with asphalt” and 
“its cells exquisitely provided with 
gas and water.’ And Bernard Shaw 


f says 
° SAM WALSH 


has warned us that it was the philan- 
thropic reformers in the past who 
made the neglect, oppression, cor- 
ruption, and physical torture of the 
old common gaol the pretext-for trans- 
forming it into that diabolical den of 
torment, mischief, and damnation, the 


modern model prison. 
ABOLITION NOT REFORM 


Very much as I think that prison is unlikely 
to reform the conscientious objector, so I 
think the conscientious objector unlikely to 
reform prison. Both rather seeks to destroy 
the other’s influence and abolition seems the 
more consistent aim of either. 

As one outside either army or prison (at 
present) I am struck by the similarity of 
sending parcels of comforts to soldierg to 
alleviate the boredom and misery of the 
military life and the idea of reforming prison 
—or the penal law—so as to alleviate its most 
pressing distresses. 

For the persistent position is the constant 
flow of men and women in and out of both 
military and prison institutions: and just as 
I consider it impossible to reform and make 
thoroughly humanitarian the institution of war, 
so I believe it is beyond human endeavour to 
make the institution of prison anything but an 
anachronism, 

First of all, then, I would say one must 
reject, and hold away firmly, the idea of the 
necessity for prison. That repudiation, as in 
the case of war, must be absolute. Any ex- 
ceptions are fatal. 

The sceptic may murmur, 
of use to my brother in Strangeways. The idea 
of prison HAS GOT HOLD OF HIM!” That. 
of course, is EXACTLY right. The jdea of 
prison has got hold of everybody—almost—as 
has the idea of war. 

Of course one personally does all one can 


“That's a fat lot 


WILFRED WELLOCK 
(Continued from page 1) 


in which he labours matters little, so long 
as he seeks to enrich human life and to pro- 
mote the wellbeing of his neighbours. 


. He will not set much store on money or 
tion in creative labour, in acquiring and using 
on leisure, but will find his deepest satisfac- 
skilL He will want to read books, but not so 
many as formerly, for he will have discovered 
that the manner of his life has given him a 
deeper knowledge of life than is possessed by 
the majority of those who today pose as 
public teachers. 


Good work tends to produce good character, 
to add beauty to the world, worth and dignity 
an informed mind, and wisdom. To create is 
to humanity, and value to human life; it is 
thus the gateway to the good life, to a true 
democracy, to individual contentment, and 
social peace, without which there cannot be 
world peace. 


to make easier the difficult times through 
which one’s friends are passing. One’s con- 
temporaries can neither be ignored nor for- 
gotten. But it is when one is earnestly 
adjured to make armies and prisona better 
for posterity that one shies—and cries To 
Hell With Reform!” 


ST 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself ia necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
less does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any viewa expressed o 
fmplied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributiona are wel- 
comed, though no payment iq made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. They 

not he returned unless a stamped 

ressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 

undertake to acknowledge all correanondenee 
owing to increased cost of postage. 


May 7, 1943 


PEACE NEWS 


Gth ANNUAL GENERAL WEETING 


HE only nominee for the Chairmanship of the Union other than Dr. 
Alex Wood having withdrawn, Dr. Wood presided over the sixth 
Annual General Meeting of the Peace Pledge Union in London last 

week-end, when the result of the election of the new National Council was 
announced (in alphabetical order) as follows: 


John Barclay 
Duke of Bedford 
Dr. A. D. Belden 
Vera Brittain 
Nancy Browne 
George Davies 
Frank Dawtry 


John, Morley 


Patrick Figgis 
Mary Gamble 
Laurence Housman 
Rev. R. H. Le Messurier 
Humphrey §. Moore 


Sybil Morrison 

J. Middleton Murry 
Geoffrey Pittock-Buss 
Winifred Rawlins 
Maurice Rowntree 
Wilfred Wellock 


Stuart Morris 


There had been 3,834 valid and 75 spoilt papers returned out of about 


5,000 issued. 


Before the Reports were dis- 
cussed an addendum to Alan 
Staniland’s General Report was 
read covering the case of Stuart 
Morris. The reference back of 
this addendum was moved but 
lost. 


The following resolution, moved by 
STL in tbat taal tall Talal Tat telat tla lei Talal le 


WORDS OF PEACE — 19 


INNER RENOVATION 


HEN the philosophic minds of 
the world can no longer believe 
its religion, or can only believe 

it with modifications amounting to an 
essential change of its character, a 
transitional period commences, of 
weak convictions, paralysed intellects, 
and growing lawity of principle 
which cannot terminate until a renova- 
tion has been effected in the basis of 
their belief, leading to the evolution 
of some faith, whether religious or 
merely human, which they can really 
believe: and when things are in this 
state, all thinking and writing that 
does not tend to promote such reno- 
vation, is of very little value beyond 
the moment. 


JOHN STUART MILL ! 


Richard Bland, for the North-West 


Area, was carried: 

This Annua) General Meeting regrets the 
absence from the Report of specific mention 
of study activities, and calls the attention of 
the National Council to the need in the 
movement for the provision of educational 
facilities in the form of correspondence 
courses, tutorial classes, weekend and sum- 
mer schools, or co-operation with other 
bodies to provide such facilities. 


The rest of the General Report, ex- 
cept the paragraph on Armistice 
Campaign, was then put for approval 
section by section and carried with 
the exception of that dealing with 
Youth Registration. The reference 
back of the paragraph on John 
Barclay’s resignation was moved, but 
defeated 1,164—1,374. 

The following reports were then 
formally moved, some questions 
raised on them and = answered, 
and adopted: Report of the Secre- 
tary to the Development Com- 
mittee (Albert Tomlinson), Peace 
News (John Middleton Murry), War 
Resisters’ International (H. Runham 
Brown), Pacifist Service Bureau 
(Jack Carruthers), Central Board for 
Conscientious Objectors (PPU repre- 
sentatives, | Ken Sheppard and 
Humphrey S. Moore). 

Several important questions were 
raised on the Treasurers’ Report, 
Statement of Accounts, and Budget 
for 1943, with which James H. 
Hudson dealt. But the only point 


Pacifism and the 
Policeman 


MER. Middleton Murry is to be con- 
- gratulated on forcing into the 
open, in the most logical and un- 
equivocal style, an issue which most 
pacifists consistently avoid facing, 
In the course of many visits to pacifist 
discussion groups I have encountered 
many pacifists to whom the principle 
of non-violence is fundamental. Yet 
these same people were firm cham- 
pions of the principle of government, 
refusing to recognize that no govern- 
ment yet exampled in history has 
lacked the physical means of enforc- 
ing its law—and remained a govern- 
ment. Such pacifists believe that 
governments could rule without 
possessing force; but this idea is 
merely a belief, as is their idea that 
pacifism is practical. 


The fact is that governments always 
do possess force, and therefore, if the 
principle of non-violence is superior 
to the violent act, as much theoretical 
power attaches to the ‘non-govern- 
mental” idea of the anarchists. At 
least anarchism can claim a more 
logical relationship with non-violence 
than can a pacifism which disbelieves 
in militarism yet accepts civil police, 
both of which operate on the principle 
of violence. What pacifists are really 
saying is that they hate international 
war and yet woulg not use force to 
establish international order. But 
they accept the fact of civil disorder 
and are prepared to support physical 
means of suppressing it. 

It seems to me that many pacifists are more 
in tove with democracy than with non- 
violence, for they are repeatedly trying to 
teconcile the contradiction between non- 
violence and government by pointing out 
that the civil government uses foree in the 
general interests—by general consent. But 
should a truly democratic country go to war 
by general consent in the believed general 
irfterests—would such pacifists join in? No, 
they say. for non-violence is a principle of a 
moral or spiritual order, and allegiance to 
this is primary. But in the field of domestic 
politics apparently it is not primary but pro- 
paganda, In other words, they find non- 
violence irrelevant to politics—yet expect it to 
be relevant to international affairs, 

The pacifist must face up to this issue. 
Hither cleave to a moral or. spiritual faith 
which he belfeves is practical—if men deaire 
to make it so—but honestly recognize that 
pacifism has no relevancy within the field of 
existing politics (in this case the pacifist - 
declares himself an anarchist and withdraws 
from politics); or compromise on the question 
of non-violence—which means abandoning it 
in favour of political expediency. By advo- 
eating Peace-politics and Policemen (non- 
violence, civil force, and better prisons) he 
merely excites ridicule. His friends think 


him muddle-headed, and his foes—a fool. 
FREDERICK LOHR 
48 Marchmont St., W.C.1. py 


| Letters to the Editor 


Owing to the large number of cleims 
ou car severely limited apace, correapond- 
ents art urged to keep their lettera very 
brief, and preferably under 268 words. 


Causes of War 


T is evident that Mr. Thomay Sanders sees 
the world jhrough nationalist spectacles, as 
he writes of nations resorting to war in order 
to remedy inequalities of national income. 
Actually nations are neither rich nor poor, and 
conventional references of that sort are based 
upon the delusive idea of averages; if in a 
village there are 99 paupers, and one multi- 
millionaire, economists will speak of that 
village as wealthy because on the average each 
villager possesses more than £10,000. Nor do 
nations dictate the policy of war or peace; only 
in Switzerland is a referendum taken on that 
issue. 


Of course, economic interests influence Stale 
policy and may even prompt a war, but the 
existence of political nationalism is essential 
for the purpose. There is not among the 
multitudes any “known but | unadmitted 
economic necessity for war,"' and the clash of 
financial and economic interests has to be 
settled by other means when nationalism is 
absent, as ig clearly shown in the 19th century 
history of USA. It ig the political appeal that 
is effective; Britannia rules the waves’’ can 
stir the martial spirit among patriotic Britons; 
but “Britannia collars the markets’’ would be 
a hopeless war slogan. 


It is not merely the multitudes but also the 
governing elements to whom the prime appeal 
is that of political nationalism. At the 1919 
“settlement” of Europe, the representatives 
of Poles, Czechs, Slavs, Rumanians, etc. (and 
probably they really did represent majority 
mentality in their respective territories) 
eared little or nothing about economic or 
financial issues; what they all wanted was 
political domination, camouflaged as ‘‘self- 
determination" and for this they agitated 
even at the sacrifice of economic interests. 
And at the ensuing Peace Conferences, 
Marshals Wilson and Foch were disgusted 
because it was “politics, politics, politics all 
the time.” 


There was no suggestion in my letter that 
“a nation which decided to be self-sufficient 
would inevitably be involved in war’; I merely 
disposed of the notion that ‘‘national self- 
sufficiency” is a necessary step towards peace. 
To suppose that economic or monetary reform 
can eliminate international war (while 
patriotic education continues dominant) is as 
justifiable as to think that a medical injection 
which is successful against boils will also 


cure cancer. 
JOHN NIBB 
BM/JONIB, W.C.1. 


Enough Money? 


I should like to query Mr. G. Thomas’s 
assertion that ‘‘there iq always enough money.” 

The Cunliffe Committee, set up in November. 
1917, recommended that the volume of cur- 
rency and credit should be reduced to fit in 
with an average gold reserve in the Bank of 
England of £160,000,000. The recommendation, 
when put into practice in 1920, greatly benefited 
those people who had big reserves of money 
and some others, such as, for instance, holders 
of bonds bearing a fixed rate of interest. But 
from December, 1920, to December, 1923, wages 
fell by 40 per cent. All very well to say 
that there was need of equitable distribution 
of purchasing power, but the plain fact was 


that was pressed to a motion to refer 
back was the affiliation fee of £10 to 
the National Couneil for Civil Liber- 
ties. The motion was defeated and the 
report, accounts, and budget adopted. 
AREA RESOLUTIONS 

At the Sunday morning session the 
Standing Orders Committee reported 
that no resolutions had been received 
which could be put as emergency 
resolutions. A motion to refer back 
its report on the ground that a reso- 
lution instructing the Council to find 
a place for John Barclay on the Head- 
quarters staff should be discussed as 
an emergency resolution was defeated 
and tthe resolutions on the paper 
taken. 

Constance Braithwaite moved and 
Charles Hamer seconded the follow- 
ing West Midlands resolution: 

After three years of war, having in mind 
the world-wide suffering by death, starva- 
tion: mutilation, and disease, also the loss 
in the world by the destruction of its many 
treasures and its peoples’ homes, and the 
fact that this is threatened in an even 
larger degree as the war gains in tempo and 
in new destructive inventions, this AGM 
resolves to give the Arm stice Campaign 
precedence over all other «.‘ivities. 

To this was added (‘irst as an 
amendment, but later accepted by the 
W. Midlands spokesmen as an adden- 
dum) the following, moved on behalf 
of the London Area by Bernard 
Taylor and secondeg by Geoffrey 
Pittock-Buss: 

Provided that with the campaign is asso- 
ciated a specific statement of positive social 
and economic principles of pacifism which 
follow from the pledge and the Four 
Affirmations, in order that there should be 
no misinterpretation of our motives and 
that. the movement should not be associated 
with any elements which may desire peace 
from ulterior motives. 

Although carried on a show of 
hands, the conference agreed to the 
W. Midlands’ special request for a 
eard vote as some indication of the 
exact feeling of the movement, the 
result being 1,410 for, 759 against. 


The relevant paragraph of the 
General Report was then taken. Sybil 


Morrison, as the former Armistice 
Campaign Committee’s appointed 


spokesman, brought the report up to 
date with an account of how that com- 
mittee had been “dismissed,” and 
Humphrey Moore moved the reference 
back of the report in the following 
terms: 

That the Report on the Armistice Cam- 
paign be referred back on the ground of 
the failure of the National Council to act 
on the Armistice Committee's proposals for 
co-ordinating and directing the combined 
energies of both those who are able to make 
a simple “‘stop-the-war-now’’ demand and 
those who feel that much preparation is 
needed before they can make such a demand 
to their fellow-citizens; and 

That an instruction to set up an Armistice 
Committee to work on that principle be 
coupled with the reference back. 

This was formally seconded by 
Dorothy Evans and carried. The 
following resolution from the East 
Anglia Area was also carried: 

This Annual General Meeting resolves 
that the PPU should prepare now to make 
a supreme effort (in co-operation, where 
possible, with any sympathetic bodies), to 
act immediately on the signing of the 
Armistice to prevent a vindictive peace, and 
that more of the. energy of the movement 
should be given to direct pacifist pro 
paganda. p 
This concluded the business of the 

AGM, but in the afternoon there was 
a very well attended open meeting 
addressed by Wilfred Wellock, Vera 
Brittain, James Hudson, and Dr. 


Alex Wood. 


that that need was created by the restriction of 
currency and credit which enhanced the value 
of money and depreciated the value of goods 
and services, 

The reverse of the coin is seen ‘when, as at 
the present moment, there is a large increase 
in the volume of currency and credit: prices 
of goodg not subject fo price contro] soar and 
the thrifty man is rewarded by seeing his 
money rapidly losing value. n Germany, 
during the inflation, the priee of a loaf of 
bread rose to 770,000,000,000 marks. 

When that sort of thing happens, laws 
governing fair wages and conditions of labour 
are apt to mean—just nothing. 

H. D. MORGAN 
“Spitlands,” Hempstead, Essex. 


An Appreciation 


After hearing a report of the London Area 
AGM, in which the activities of Donald Port 
were given special mention, the Streatham 
Group has asked me to express its appreciation 
and admiration of Donald’s devotion to, and 
almost indefatigable efforts in, the pacifist 
cause. That those unremitting endeavours 
taxed his energy to the utmost is demonstrated 
by hia recent nervous breakdown. 

Mention of some of the lesser-known 
stalwarts of the movement has been made in 
Peace News from time to time. We consider 
the case of Donald Port to be worthy of auch 
publicity and sufficiently important to call 
forth the gratitude of the PPU as a whole, 
and London Area in particular. 

ERIC H. WILLIAMS 


154 Ribblesdale Rd., S.W.16. 


FY NHE basis of the Peace Pledge Union ia 
the following pledge which is signed | 

by each member: t 
I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER | 

| SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. || 
The address to which new aignaturea of 

| the pledge should be sent, ang from which 


ii further particulars may be cbtained iat 
* PPU HEADQUARTERS, += 
Dick Sheppard Hse., Endsleigh St., W.C.i 


The Development 


Secretary Reports 


I WANT to devote the greater part 
; of my column, this month, to the 
introduction of a new pamphlet: “The 
Peace Pledge Union—How It Works.” 
The original draft of this pamphlet 
was written by a member of the 
National Development Committee and, 
after criticism and amendments had 
been made by that committee, it is 
now issued to the movement as an out- 
line of organization. The pamphlet, 
therefore, can be regarded as a state- 
ment bearing the full approval of the 
Development Committee. It will be 


jsent to every Group, with the next 


Group Letter, and will be on sale 
generally at 2d. per copy. 

I would ask all group officers to 
read this pamphlet and see that it 
has a wide sale among Group mem- 
bers. It is not, of course, sufficient 
merely to read such a pamphlet; if it 
is to serve any useful purpose, mem- 
bers must also act upon its sug- 
gestions. The pamphlet outlines such 
organization as we possess at the 
present time. This organization may 
need amendment and improvement 
but, on the whole, it is even now 
adequate for most of our purposes, if 
members will only make full use of its 
opportunities. 

For instance, there are many 
matters of local activity and interest 
on which Groups can co-operate either 
within a Region or an Area. Are we 
satisfied that we make use of every 
opportunity for such joint enter- 
prises? How many members know 
their Area Representative or Area 
Secretary? These people are essential 
links in the chain between members 
and groups and the National Council. 
Their work is of the greatest import- 
ance to the whole movement, passing 
on the considered opinion of Areas 
upon current topics to the National 
Council and reporting back to the 
Area on the National Council 
meetings. These, and many other 
points are dealt with in this latest 
pamphlet. Please see that the pam- 
phlet is circulated in large numbers, 
read by the members, and acted upon, 
The outline of organization is in being 
and functioning very efficiently in 
some places. It is the task of the 
movement, as a whole, to use the 
organization in a flexible way, making 
due allowances for human values, for 
whatever purpose is decided upon— 
urging food relief, calling for an 
armistice, or spreading the simple! 
pacifist faith throughout the land. | 


. 


In my last article in Peace News I seemed to. 
imply that our London Area only held ita: 
meetings quarterly. They are, of course, held; 
every month, but a larger meeting is held: 
once a quarter to which individual members, - 
as well as'Group delegates, are specially 
invited. 

It is cheering to learn that new Groups 
have recently come into being at Brighouse, 
Sutton (joint. PPU-FoR), Boackleton, People- 
ton, Forest Hill, and Acocks Green. Four of 
these are entirely new, and the others have 
been recently reconstituted. The wsecretaries’ 
addresses are :— 

Mr. R. Lander, Bank House, Town Hal) 
Square, Brighouse: Mr. W. E. Burrough, 138, 
Upper Holland Rd., Sutton Coldfield; Miss J. 
Willson, 2, Perry Rise, S.E.28; Mr. F. Price, 
275 Shaftmoor Lane, Birmingham 28; the 
Bockleton and Peopljeton groups are at Agrie 
cultural Hostels and therefore in the nature 
of “closed”’ groups. 

Will those interested in reviving East Fifo 
Group please write to Mary M. Simpson, The 
Square, Kennoway, Fife. 


Albert) E.' Tomlinson 


PRACTICAL 
POLITICS 


A Statement On Immediate Political 


Issues 
t 
port 
2D free 3d.) 


PPU Bookshop, Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


a 


PEACE NEWS 


Distraint 


HEN Samuel H. L. Pullin, of 
" Cromer, was prosecuted - at 
Cromer on Apr. 5 for failing to com- 
ply with a direction under Defence 
Regulation 29BA, requiring him to do 
part-time duty in the NFS, he was 
fined £10 with 14 days in which to pay. 
If, however, he joined the NFS, 
within the 14 days allowed, the fine 
was to be remitted. On conscientious 
grounds he neither joined the NFS 
nor paid the fine, and later, on a dis- 
tress warrant, furniture to the value 
of between £20 and £30, was taken 
away for sale by auction. 


Distraint on a CO's property hag heen very 
unusual in this war, and the position and 
procedure are explained in the CBCO Bulletin 


for Sept. 1941 (3d.: postage 1d.), copies of 
which are still available, 
Olive Talbot was prosecuted at Tower 


Bridge, London, on Apr. 15 for failing to 
atteng for an interview when directed to do 
ao under Defence Regulation 80B. She was 
fined £1 and given seven days in which to pay. 
She did not do so, and went hack to the court 
on Apr. 24 {Easter Saturday). Much to her 
surprise, she was given the alternative of one 


day’s imprisonment, which meant immediate 
release. She then left the court and went 
home. 


Edwin P. Green, for 9} years organist at 
the Parigh Church of St. Mary's, E. Barnet, 
has been dismissed from his post on. account 
of his being a CO. He registered as a CO in 
June, 1940, and his services were retained 
without question until Jast Jan., when he 
served a term of imprisonment for refusing a 
medical exam. Upon his release, following a 
successful tribunal appeal. he received notice 
of instant dismissal from the church 
authoritieg. 

A seore of parishioners of St. John’s church, 
Clapham, have resigned in sympathy with a 
conscientious objector who, until recently, held 
important offices in the church. The objector. 
Mr. L. A. Harris, was recently re-elected 
shurchwarden by a narrow majority. He 


ALLIED PEACE AIMS 


Some fifty representative men and 
women are signatories to a public 
memorial issued by the National 
Peace Council appealing for a more 
adequate statement of the constructive 
aims of the United Nations before the 
western offensive is launched. The 
memorial says: 

“A major Allied purpose in the war is the 
achievement in all the Axis countries of 
political conditions likely to assure the future 
peace and the co-operation of their peoples in 
the common life of the world. On grounds of 
humanity alone it is imperative in our view 
that no effort should be spared to achieve that 
purpose in such a way as to limit the heavy 
loss in human life and material destruction 
which the invasion of Europe must entail. 


“We therefore earnestly urge the Govern- 
ments of the United Nations, and especially 
the Governments of Great Britain, the United 
States, Soviet Russia, and China to make at 
the earliest moment a fuller and more con- 
crete definition of their constructive aims in 
terms which would make exvlicitly clear their 
determination to create an international order 
assuring economic and_ social well-being, 
justice, and peace to all peoples, whether 
allies, neutrals, or enemies in the present 
struggie. Such a step would, we believe, 
materially strengthen the possibility of this 
world conflict being brought to a close on a 
basig which offers some solid hope of a lasting 
peace.” 


(6d.: post free 73d.). 


Troublesome People 
Thrilling record of the COs cf the last time 


Svecially reduced 


The Appellate Tribunal 


{now reduced to 3d.: post free 4d.) 
C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh St.. W.C-1. 


URGENT 


Millions are STARVING in Greece and Belgium 
* VERA BRITTAIN 
Prof. EM'LE CAMMAERTS 
Dr. HELLE LAMBRIDIS 
JOHN HADHAM (Chairman) 


will urge the sending of food relief at the 


CONWAY HALL 
Red Lion Square, W.C.1. (By Holborn Tube) 
SATURDAY MAY 15, at 2.30 


Organised by London Controlled Foed 
Relief Committees 


on a.-C.O. 


PEACE OFFER SHOULD 
BE ACCEPTED ” 


“y E are of the opinion that civil- 
ization itself is in the utmost 
danger from war and that to pre- 
serve the best elements of it, includ- 
ing freedom of the individual and the 
interests of youth, our Government 
should accept the offer of Spain to 
mediate in the cause of peace.” 


The above resolution was passed “by a 
meeting of Isle of Wight citizens, pacifist and 
non-pacifist equally represented, at Whitwell, 
LW.,” on Apr. 20, writes Sydney Conbeer, 


considered he had not the confidence of the 
church leaders, and resigned (D. Mail, 
Apr. 26). 


Robert Bridges, a school teacher before his 
health broke down, was turned down by the 
Joeal tribunal .and appealed. before . Lor 
Elphinatone, whose tribunal ordered AR® work 
or work in a Pacifist Service Bureau. 
Katherine MacDonald, MSF, a rheumatie nerve 
specialist, wrote to the Ministry of Labour 
and National Service saying he had got work 
with her, and “ag I had been a pacifist since 
the last war... and I was helping to make 
sick people well, therefore, this was a Pacifist 
Service Bureau.” The Ministry, however. 
would not accept this and offered him land 
drainage work, which he refused He was 
then offered stretcher-bearing, which he also 
refused, and on Apr. 16 he was sentenced to 
6 months’ imprisonment. 


At Sutton. Apr. 22, 
Peterborough Rd., Carshalton, conditionally 
registered as a CO, wag sent to prison for 
four months for refusing to do agricultural 
work. Johns originally expressed preference 
for the Navy when registering for military 
service, but changed his mind and asked to be 
registered as a CO (reported the Star). 

Phyllis Ramsey, aged 21, a private secretary, 
of Oxford Rd., Rochford, was fined £3 and 
£3 83. costs at Southend for failing to per- 
form part-time duty at a first-aid post. She 
said that she had a conscientious objection to 
taking part in anything connected with war. 
stated the Star. 


Frederick Johns, of 
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for series bookings. 
ATEST TIME for copy be 
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ACCOMMODATION 


C.0. COUPLE require furnished flat 
rooms in Woodford-Loughton-Romford 
Box 872 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

COUPLE working Friends House woulg be 
thankful for offers accessible accommodation, 
unfurnished, preferably seif-contained. Box 
871 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply te MceCraith 
and Brooks. Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 38 
fines), who will give special attention to the 
reauirementa of nacifists. 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION required by 
young couple second fortnight Aug. S. Wales 
coast preferred. Fullest details Box 867 PN, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

HOUSE, BUNGALOW, or Flat required from 
August, between Harlow and Cambridge. 
State details and inclusive cost. Mallone, 
Harlow College, Essex. 

WANTED, END JULY,. one week, private 
holiday accom. for couple (veg. optional). 
Derbyshire, or within 100 miles London. A!'so, 
week in June, for couple with young child; 


or 
area. 


seaside or country. 52 Lowfield Rd., Acton, 
W.3. 
WANTED, HOUSE or part to Iet unfur- 


in Devon or Somerset, country, not 

or would consider site for own 
caravan, with available room to store fur- 
niture. C. Swain, Tower House, Hulham Rd., 
Exmouth. 


"FOR SALE & WANTED 


ACCORDIONS. Bought, sold, or part ex- 
change. Write or call, 43 Perth Rd., Leyton. 

CHILD’S TRICYCLE (53 years upwards) 
and Doll’s Pram wanted. Particulars to Box 
865 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

LAMB RIBBONS. Finest fabric, pigments, 
processing; 3s. 6d. each, postage paid; 10s. 
three, 18s. 6d. six. (Smail portable special, 
12-yards average, 33. 6d., makes two ribbons). 
Name typewriters, colours. Hardmans, 
15 Prospect Place, Presfon. 

“USE YOUR FREEDOM: 


nished 
isolated, 


Read Peace 


News”. Economy labels with this slogan, 1s. 
per 100, 8s. per 1,000. Order through your 
local PN distributor. 

WAR RESISTERS’ INTERNATIONAL 


wou'd weleome gifts of foreign stamps, for 
subsequent sale on behalf of W.R.I. funds. 
Any such gifts received with gratitude, Please 
send to the War Resisters’ Inte:i1ational 11 
Abbey Rd., Enfield, Middlesex. 


Essential Books .. . 


Secondhand or New, you need them we sell them 
Let us know your wants. All latest pamphlets 


in stock. 


Send Id. for our “ESSENTIAL BOOKS ” new book list or visit us 


114 SOUTHAMPTON 


ROW, LONDON, W.C.I. 


May 7, 1943 


Still No Food for Belgium 


“WT comes to this,” said Pro- 

fessor Cammaerts very 
plainly at a London public meet- 
ing on Apr. 22, “that it is one 
Government stopping another 
Government from doing what 
that Government wishes to do.” 


It is not surprising therefore that 
Governor Lehman, US Director od 
Foreign Relief, said that the question 
cf immediate relief for the children 
in occupied countries during the war 
had been discussed in a general way, 
“as some of the Allied Governments 
wished it to be brought up” (Man- 
chester Guardian, Apr. 22). 


Significant too is the choice of Pro- 
fessor Bigwood as one of the two 
Belgians for the food conference at 
Hot Springs, Virginia, next month, 
But Hot Springs may be a_ sad 
repetition of the Bermuda Refugee 
Conference, unless public opinion can 
somehow be brought to bear. 


CASE AGAINST RELIEF 


Faced with the complete success of 
the Greek relief—there have been 
official and categorical denials of an 
rugly rumour circulated in Ameriea 
that the Axis had _ interfered— 
opponents are taking up a new and 
significant position. The Becontree 
Guardian has published in full a letter 
from the Private Secretary to the 
Ministry of Economic Warfare. 


The main argument is that “It 
would be difficult to draw a distinction 
between the various countries, and if 
relief were started in one, it would 
probably have to apply to all others.” 
In other words, the Ministry is very 
much afraid relief would be success- 


CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS 


EDUCATIONAL 


FIND RECREATION and new power to 
serve through speaking and writing. Corre- 
spondence. (also visit) lessons 6y., clasaes 
1s. 64, Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 82 Primrose 
Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


EXPERIENCED smallholder requires 
£75-250 additional capital for livestock and 
cultivations; 74 p.c. p.a. interest; good 
security. Please write Estate Agent, 34 Church 
St., Hereford. 


LITERATURE, &c, 


DAYS ENDURING and other 
Roland Mathias. Pub. Stockwell, 
Ilfracombe (2s. 6d.). 
seller. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applica- 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 

THE IDEAL GIFT for Humanitarians. 
“The Stamper of the Skies: a Bible for Animal 
Lovers.” Compiled by Willi Hayes from the 
Scriptures and Fo!k-lore of all peoples. Beauti_ 
fully illustrated. Boards 5s., paper 2s. 6d., 
postege 6d. The Order of the Great Com- 
panies Hertha’s Chapel, Meopham Green, 

ent. 


Poems by 
Elms Ct., 
Order from any book- 


MEETINGS, &e, 


UNIVERSALIST PAMPHLETS. “Jesus 
and World Today,” by Dr. MacGregor Reid. 
“Spiritual Leadership of Jesus,’ by Dr. Van 
Shaik. ‘They Kept the Faith,” by Rev. Arthur 
Peacock. 1s. 2d. from Universalist Press, 
57 Cavendish Rd., S.W.12. 

KINGSLEY HALL, Bow, May 8, 7.30 p.m. 


Esther Salaman (mezzo soprano), Charles 
Woodhouse (violin), Ray Grainger (piano- 
forte). For Friends War Relief Service. 


Tickets 1s. 

WILL YOU JOIN US? Devotional Meeting 
(undenominational) alternate Sundays, 
9.30 a.m. from May 2. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Albert Rd., Ilford. 


PERSONAL 


ANYONE knowing of Council who might 
employ C.Q. Sanitary Inspector please write. 
All replies answered. Box 870 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE CLUB. A 
satisfactory medium for those desiring con- 
genial pen-friendships. Particulars, stamp, 

Secy., PN, 19 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, 
Cardiff. 

FRIENDS WAR RELIEF SERVICE needs 
volunteers for domestic, nursing, and cook- 
ng work in evacuation hostels, for practical 
vork and social work. Write ‘“Prsonnel,” 
F.W.R.S., Friends House, Euston Rd., 
“ondon, N.W.1. . ; 

INTRODUCTIONS by post hetween pacifists 
srogressives, and other PN readera. Profits 
or Peace. Stamp brings particulars. Box 564 
‘N32 Blackstock Rd Nd 
ST 

MISCELLAN BULDS 

NATURE CURE INSTITUTE. Rhythmic 
dancing, breathing, all troubles. Also corre- 
spondence treatment eyestrain; glasses worn 
30 years, now. discarded. Dietetics. Kathieen 
MacDonald, M.S.F., pacifist, 6 Lansdowne 
Cres., Glasgow. Assistant, Robert Bridges, 


M.A., conscientious objector (now in jail). 


ful, that there would be no interfer- 
ence, and that the consequences of 
success would be too embarrassing to 
contemplate. 


That success would face Britain 
with real problems is true. But who 
will accept the Ministry’s amazing 
argument that if we cannot save all 
the people everywhere we should not 
try to save some of the children some- 
where? 


FOOD FOR THE ISLANDS 


Meanwhile, following the news of the re- 
sumption of relief shipments from Turkey to 
Greece, Hellas reports from Alexandria that 
2,500 cases of condensed milk were delivered 
in January for the people of the Aegean 
Islands, and that negotiations are proceed_ 
ing for the delivery of a further 5,000 cases. 

There is better news too of the Channel 
Islands. The Direetor of the Channel Islands 
Refugee Association has said that “the food 
situation would not be regarded as very 
serious, but the supply was certainly very 
monotonous.” Despite Lord Portsea’s appeals, 
we have sent nothing; so presumably supplies 
have been brought in from the European 
mairland. 

* ae * 


As to the general situation, M. 
Michalopoulos, Greek Minister of In- 
formation, draws a terrifying picture 
(M. Guardian Weekly, Apr. 30) 


“To expect the occupied nations, these 
250 million starved and ruined people, to co- 
operate in a _ reasonable combination of 
resistance at the end of the war fs surely 
illusory. Exhaustion go «total will breed 
misery for many years to come, and physical 
misery igs net a condition in which reasonable 
and balanced thought can flourish.’’ 


* oe * 


The Coventry Faminé Relief Council is 
conducting a campaign. A_ deputation has 
waited on the local MP (Capt. Strickland, - 
Cons.) and a shop in the centre of the city 
is being used for display purposes and for the 
obtaining of signatures to a petition to the 
MP. The shop is ta remain open until 
tomorrow (Saturday), when a public meeting 
is to be held in Queens Rd. Baptist Church, 
with Prof. Emile Cammaerts as the speaker. 


ISPLAYED Advertisements. MAX- 

IMUM _ space allowed: Three 

column-inches. LATEST TIME for 
copy first post Friday, 


N.B. ALL AVAILABLE SPACE IN 
NEXT ISSUE ALREADY BOOKED 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


HAIRDRESSER, gent'’s required. Socialist- 
Pacifist employer. Permancy for clean, quick 
worker. Starting wage £5 minimum. 
3 Grove Rd., Chadwell Heath. Phone: Seven 
Kings 2791. 

PACIFISF PRINTER in C.D. requires 
oceasional daily help from Comp. or Machine 
man. €. F. Dueret, Cargreen Rd., Norwood 
Junction, §.E.25. 

STONE BOWER FELLOWSHIP urgently 
needs women helpers; interesting work among 
elderly evacuees. Also male helpers for 
gardening. Community service; maintenance 
and pocket money. Burton in Lonsdale, via 
Carnforth, Lanes. 

TWO TEACHERS WANTED, Bromley. 
Kent, area. One man or woman, immediately, 
for mixed class Prep. Schoo]. Good French 
and English desirable. One man mid-August 
for Commercial School. Advanced Book- 
keeping partic. Fu!l particulars, Box 852 PN. 
8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. . 

WANTED. A Bricklayer or other build- 
ing operative capable farm building repairs, 
for congenial, well.paitd farm job, satisfying 
requirements Land Work Registration. Box 
857 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

WANTED. Attendant on epileptic men and 
boys. Salary £70 per annum with board resi- 
dence and laundry. Apply Medical Superin- 
tendent, The Homestead, Lingfield, Surrey. 

WANTED. Two good Maids or Houseboys 
for dormitory and dining-room dutids at 
School for Backward Boys. Good salary for 
reliable people, reserved posts. Write giving 
full particulars to the Secretary, Petton Hall, 
Burlton, Salop. 

WANTED.--Young man for general farm 
work (Shropshire); accommodation found. 
Box 869 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N:4. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


C.0. 26 ART Teacher (L.C.C.) and Club 
Worker 6 years. Exhibitor at R.A. 4 years. 
Good refs. Seekg club work and/or teaching. 
Anywhere. Box 868 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd.. 
N.4. 

MARKET-GARDENER, 4 years’ experience, 
Good 


married, seeks position with cottage. 
references. Box 866 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
N.4. ~ 


ee 
WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform Veg- 
etarian Guest House for happy holidaya or 


reatful recuperation; all modern comforts 
A. and K, S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crieh, Mat- 
lock (Station: Ambergate: Tel. Ambergate 
44). 

DEVON. Modernized Farmhouse, very 
quiet, beautiful country, pacifist occupiers; 
moderate charges. Pierce, Westcott, Oakford. 
Tiverton. 


WYE VALLEY. Guest house in own park- 
land of 150 acres. Homely atmosphere. 
Vegetarians and others catered for. From 
£8. “Lindors,” St. Briavela, Glos, 
me 
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